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antennae are. 
Second, one paper discusses the variability (at the level of millimagnitudes) 

of red supergiants. I had thought of such stars as displaying just a few really 
big rising and falling convective blobs, which I would not have described as 
“granulations”. Seeking enlightenment from our friend Google, I lit first on 
a reference to this book chapter and second to the journal article reporting 
roughly the same information from the same authors. 

My third puzzlement concerned a paper dealing with the Period–Wesenheit 
relations for anomalous Cepheids (though with brightnesses between the 
two normal types of Pop I and Pop II). Who, I wondered, was Wesenheit? No 
references with that author’s name cited in the paper carrying that title (or any 
of the others). Could it possibly be a word, not a name? Sounds German. Dust 
off German–English dictionary from grad school. Well, ‘heit’ is a particle that 
turns an adjective into a feminine noun. But Wesen is already a noun (spirit, 
essence, or some such). Back to the target paper. Lots of light-curves and an 
expression defining W, but no explanation of the name. Google to a paper by 
Barry Madore in 1982, which blames or credits our good friend Sidney van den 
Bergh 1975. Oops. His chapter in Vol. 9 (the last of the eight published) in the 
Kuiper Compendium, Stars and Stellar Systems. Not on ADS. Query a native 
speaker of German about the word, which he said is something like essence, 
but not obvious why it is part of a period–luminosity relation. Back to Madore; 
well, it is a combination of colours that will remove the effects of reddening if 
you have the good luck already to know that ratio of total to selective absorption 
in the colour system you are using, for instance, Av = 3·1 × E(B –– V ). And a 
visiting colleague has just suggested that perhaps Wesenheit is more informative 
in Dutch. — Virginia Trimble.

Early Disk-Galaxy Formation from JWST to the Milky Way, edited 
by Fatemeh Tabatabaei, Beatriz Barbuy & Yuan-Sen Ting (Cambridge 
University Press), 2024. Pp. 133, 25 × 18 cm. Price £110/$145 (hardbound; 
ISBN 978 1 009 39875 6).

This slim volume is the proceedings of IAU Symposium 377, held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, in 2023. According to the preface the meeting was the first in 
South-east Asia since 1990 and was intended as a vehicle for raising the profile 
of astronomical research in Malaysia. There are 20 papers in two sections, 
‘Galaxies and Cosmic Dawn’ and ‘Milky Way and M 31’ plus a single paper on 
‘Astronomy in Malaysia’ (which concerns the possibility that the creation of an 
ancient inscription was inspired by the AD 760 apparition of Comet Halley). 
The first section covers a range of topics, most of which have been, or could 
be, addressed by JWST observations, particularly at very high redshifts. The 
second section is more focussed, with several papers on chemical abundances 
in early Milky Way stars. Many of the papers are individually very interesting, 
but the volume as a whole is no more, arguably rather less, than the sum of 
its parts. Most contributions have already been published elsewhere, where 
the reader will actually be able to see the magenta crosses, orange dotted lines, 
etc., alluded to in one figure caption, unlike in the entirely monochrome figure 
reproduction here. It is also noticeable that since the IAU Symposium volume 
which I reviewed last year (No. 374), the price has risen by 12%, despite No. 377 
being only 40% of the length. It is hard to imagine there being any individual 
buyers at more than £5 per article, though libraries with long-term CUP/IAU 
contracts will presumably receive it, even if it never subsequently leaves their 
shelves. — Steve Phillipps.
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